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Dates to Remember
Tuesday, May 15 

No School for Students 
Act 80 Day

Monday, May 28 
District Closed
Memorial Day

Monday, June 4 
No School for Students 

Kennywood Picnic 
Act 80 Day

South Park Elementary Center Students  
Take Their Ideas to Invention Competition 

Gifted students from South Park Elementary Center competed in the Invention Convention at 
Carlynton High School on Friday, April 27. Students were required to come up with an invention, 
keep a log, create a prototype and design a presentation poster. Five South Park students placed 
at the competition.

Third grader Emma Ferguson took first place for her invention called “Waitress Service.”

Third grader Emelyn Schlater took second place for her invention called “Replaceables.”

Third grader London Donaldson took third place for her invention called “Anyone Earphones.”

Fourth grader Alixandra Beaver took second place for her invention called “Mess Organizer.”

Fourth grader Sophia Hale took third place for her invention called “Any-Bunny Help a Pet.”

The inventions will be on display at the South Park Elementary Center Art Show on Thursday, 
May 24.

Students Travel 
to Tennessee for 
Academic Games

Sixth graders Murphy Sofranko, 
Elli-Anne Laing and Carter Piel 
recently represented South Park 
Middle School at the Academic 
Games National Tournament 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. The 
students placed fifth in one of 
their competitions. 

The three middle school 
students are the first students 
to compete in the national 
competition in a number of 
years.

Congratulations, Murphy, Elli-
Anne and Carter!

Emma Ferguson, Emelyn Schlater and London Donaldson Sophia Hale and Alixandra Beaver

Two Seniors Receive SHASDA Awards
South Park seniors AJ Landon and Kayla Daberko received 
awards from the South Hills Area School Districts Association 
(SHASDA) during a breakfast on Saturday, April 28. 

The awards recognize students who have shown perseverance 
and determination to excel both in and out of the classroom.

Congratulations, AJ and Kayla!
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Prom Promise Delivers Powerful Message
South Park High School juniors and seniors witnessed the devastating impacts of distracted 
driving on Friday, May 4. The South Park School District worked with the South Park Township 
Police Department, the Library Volunteer Fire Company, the Broughton Volunteer Fire 
Department, Tri Community South EMS, the Allegheny County 911 Dispatch Center, Travelers 
Insurance and L. Thomas Auto Body to hold a mock crash in the parking lot of South Park High 
School.

Four students portrayed the drivers and passengers involved in a distracted driving crash. 
Emergency responders rushed to the scene to treat and transport the “victims” while police 
interviewed and later took the “driver” into custody. 

Following the mock crash presentation, juniors and seniors heard from Kimberly Phillips about 
the loss of her son Shane. She reminded students that the decisions they make can have 
consequences.

Top Accelerated Readers and 
Read Across America ticket 
winners in fifth through eighth 
grades were rewarded at 
Mrs. Ruscitto’s Locked in the 
Library event. They enjoyed 
games, food and other 
fun. Congratulations to the 
winners: Megan Beam, Bryce 
Berzansky, Ryan Bywalski, 
Brooke Ellis, Jason Gigliotti, 
Jacob Kaczmarek, Addison 
Kerr, Colin Kinevy, Elli-Anne 
Laing, Deja Laskey, Maddoc 
Lemley, Faith Newell, Isaac Porr, 
Alicia Riberich, Ava Rongaus, 
Ryan Tumas, Jenna Stotesbery, 
Karolina Vodzak and Tyler 
Wendt.

Students 
Rewarded at 
Locked in the 

Library

Performance 
Encourages Students 
to Play an Instrument

Third and fourth grade students 
were treated to a special 
performance by the seventh and 
eighth grade band from South 
Park Middle School on Thursday, 
May 10. The annual visit is meant 
to encourage elementary center 
students to begin playing or to 
continue playing an instrument. 

The band played several songs. 
The eighth grade band students 
demonstrated their instruments 
to the younger students. 

Students Attend Science Honors Institute
South Park High School students Cathryn Holmes 
and Haley Sabolcik were chosen to attend the 
Westinghouse Science Honors Institute, a series 
of Saturday morning lectures on a number of 
science-related topics. Lectures included subjects 
like nuclear power production, the FBI’s forensic 
investigations, robot development and future 
human exploration of the solar system.

Students are nominated by science teachers and 
guidance counselors to attend the institute. 
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Throughout the school year, third grade students in Mrs. Cramer’s science class raised and learned about Pennsylvania’s official 
state fish, the Brook Trout, as part of the Trout in the Classroom project. The yearlong learning experience culminated with a trout 
release day on Friday, May 11. 

All third grade students rotated through six stations. The students explored the similarities and differences between the natural 
habitat and the habitat in the classroom. They also discussed the life cycle of the trout with many of the stages observed 
throughout the school year. Students had the opportunity to take one final look at the trout before they were released. 

South Park Township Supervisor Walt Sackinsky talked to students about how Peters Creek is stocked and taken care of, so 
students and their families can enjoy it. Other stations included a discussion with Waterways Conservation Officer Michael 
Johnson about ways to protect nature. Students also learned about fishing from professional angler Dave Spencer. They 
participated in a hands-on fly fishing demonstration provided by Orvis. Tim Schumann from Peters Creek Watershed Association 
taught students about water quality and stream insects specific to Peters Creek.  He had numerous samples of those insects for 
students to view. The students were able to go on a wetland walk with Kathy Boyd from the Community College of Allegheny 
County. They observed and discussed creatures and plants in that particular habitat. To conclude the experience, about 40 Brook 
Trout were released into Peters Creek. 

Mrs. Cramer’s classroom’s participation in the Trout in the Classroom program was made possible through a unique partnership 
between the PA Fish and Boat Commission and the PA Council of Trout Unlimited. This partnership, coupled with assistance from 
local conservation organizations, was created to introduce Pennsylvania students to cold water resources and their importance 
to all communities. The partnership also provides Brook Trout eggs, trout food, technical assistance, curriculum connections and 
teacher workshops each year.

Third Graders Go to Peters Creek for Trout Day

Drug and Alcohol Awareness Week Held at SPMS
The annual Drug and Alcohol Awareness week at South Park Middle School 
was held April 30 through May 4. Through a number of presentations by 
guest speakers, students learned about the dangers of drugs and alcohol.

Allegheny County Police Officer Mike Spagnoletti spoke to seventh grade 
students about how alcohol impairment can quickly lead to devastating 
consequences. Michelle Buraczewski, a registered nurse from UPMC Mercy 
Hospital, spoke to eighth grade students. Fifth grade students learned 
about how K9 officers serve many local police agencies. Mike Manko from 
the Allegheny County District Attorney’s Office gave a presentation on 
drug use to eighth graders. Seventh grade students met District Magistrate 
Michael Thatcher who encouraged the students to always make wise 
decisions in every aspect of their lives. A representative from Breathe 
PA discussed the dangers of tobacco and vaping products. Breathe PA’s 
program is customized across grade levels, making it applicable to students 
from elementary school to high school.
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Skits Highlight Fifth Grade Students’ Creativity

Parents, family members and friends packed the South Park Middle School gymnasium on 
Thursday, May 3 to see the creativity of South Park fifth grade students. The students worked 
hard to create and write their own mystery skits in their ELA classes. 

On May 3, the fifth graders got to star in their skits. 

Fourth Graders Celebrate Earth Day  
with Cross-Curricular Activities

Fourth grade students in Mrs. McCormick’s and Mr. 
Legg’s classes enjoyed several Lorax-themed activities 
as part of Earth Day.

Students learned about the importance of Earth Day 
and about reducing, reusing and recycling. They 
worked together on conservation-based questions, 
formulating responses and presenting them to their 
classmates. The students used Tynker to code their 
own Lorax maze games. Students programmed their 
characters to respond to keyboard keys moving them 
throughout the maze. 

Celebration of Excellence  
Highlights a Year of Achievement

Art covered the walls, science projects filled the cafeteria and music sounded through the halls 
of South Park Middle School for the annual Celebration of Excellence on Wednesday, May 9. 

The evening event gave students the opportunity to show their families the great work they 
have accomplished throughout the school year in all of their classes. The South Park Middle 
School jazz band performed to kick off the evening. During the Celebration of Excellence, eighth 
grade students presented their science projects to the judges. 


